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Every school has a Calculation policy where it shows you 

how each of the 4 operations will be taught across the 

school. Here is a brief overview of ours for Year 1 but I will 

show you some of these in much more detail. 
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• Here at ABP we use the White Rose Hub 

as a resource and scheme to help the 

children understand and flourish within the 

Maths curriculum. They always learn with 

concrete materials first, then pictorially and 

then in an abstract way where they are 

required to use their knowledge and apply 

it to a new situation. We will have a look at 

some examples together.    
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• The teaching and expectations of Maths 

has dramatically changed since we all left 

school. Gone are the days where children 

are given worksheets and expected to do 

hundreds of ‘sums’. Now it is all about 

understanding a concept then using and 

applying it in a variety of contexts. 
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• Each sub section builds 
upon the learning from 
the previous section. 
We try describe this to 
children as learning 
being like climbing a 
staircase. Sometimes 
you need to stay on the 
same stair until you are 
really confident with 
that concept. The next 
step is always a little 
harder as you can see 
here.   
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• As you can see again the 
children need to problem 
solve in order to show 
their understanding of the 
concept. 

• Reasoning features very 
highly in the Mats 
curriculum and is an 
expectation that children 
will develop these skills.  
It is vital the children can 
articulate their 
understanding of a 
concept. 
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Here are some ways you may see addition 

recorded in your child’s book.

Addition in Year 1

• Using a 100 square

• Number bonds

• Key focus on how do they know
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Once again it follows the same precedent as before. 

You need to ensure they understand a concept before 

moving on.
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• Once the children 

have explored the 

concept using 

concrete materials 

they then begin to use 

more formal written 

methods such as 

these.
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• Now we are back to 

reasoning and 

explaining how you 

know. 
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• When the learning is 
clearly embedded it 
again moves on to 
harder concepts. 
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Here are some ways you may see 
subtraction recorded in your child’s book.

Subtraction Year 1

• Using a 100 square

• Number bonds

• Key focus on how do they know
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Other Key Areas in Maths in Year 1

• Number bonds to 10 and 20

• Writing the numbers 1 – 10

• Learning to count in 2s, 5s and 10s
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Good websites to use at home

• https://mathseeds.co.uk/

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/kids-
activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/

• https://gb.education.com/games/first-
grade/math/

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/s
ite/numeracy.shtml

• https://nrich.maths.org/9412
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